Ski Classes for all abilities.  Read the stipulations below, and pick the lesson stipulation that most closely matches your abilities and goals.  If you cannot confidently perform the stipulation for the level, then sign up for the level below.  Most importantly, each trip does not mean you jump to the next level.  Sometimes, you might take 2 or more lessons at each level.  If you are in the beginner level (red) you might not ride the chairlift and like all other levels, might have to take the red level lesson again on your next trip.  For your understanding, green indicates a beginner slope.  Blue indicates an intermediate slope.  Black indicates an advanced slope.

We use the categories below to group people roughly based on their skiing experience, but each lesson group is unique and dynamic depending on the day’s snow conditions and the number of other children involved with the PE program.  The instructor will do his or her very best to make sure that each person learns something new, but the terrain you ski and the drills you practice will have to be tailored to the needs of the group as a whole.

Red:  You have never skied before or on your first visit, you could not stop by turning or using a pizza wedge.

Goal:  Learn how to stop confidently with a pizza wedge and are ready to connect turns on a green slope.

*Note:  You may need several red lessons to master these two important skills and are not guaranteed a ride on the chairlift.  If Showdown staff is available, they will provide complimentary lesson in the afternoon for skiers that have not made it off the magic carpet beginner slope.

Green:  You know how to use the pizza wedge to turn and stop on green runs, but are not entirely connecting the turns fluently and confidently.

Goal:  To connect turns at comfortable, continuous pace down a green run and stop at any moment with the pizza.  Start to use a parallel stop over a pizza stop.


*Note:  You may need several green lessons to master all of these skills.

Blue:  You parallel ski on green runs, but resort back to pizza wedge stop and turns when encountering blue runs.

Goal:  Learn how to make parallel turns on blue runs and feel entirely confident in stopping parallel anywhere on blue runs.


*Note:  You may need several blue lessons to master all of these skills.

Yellow:  In no way shape or form is a pizza turn or stop allowed in this level of skiing.

Goal:  To increase parallel skiing confidence on blue runs like Big Seven and King’s Ridge.  Starting to improve rhythm and carving techniques.  You are ready to take on moguls and black runs.


*Note:  You may need several yellow lessons to master all of these skills.

Black:  You are carving nicely on blue runs, and maybe you’ve tried a black run, but it wasn’t pretty.

Goal:  Learn to apply your turning and edging skills on the black runs.  Moguls and tree skiing are your new favorite things to do.


*Note:  You may need several black lessons to master all of these skills.

White:  Black runs are easy and you’re ready to keep up with your instructor.


Goal:  To ski in advanced terrain with confidence and control, in all snow conditions.

Snowboard Classes for all abilities.  Read the stipulations below, and pick the lesson stipulation that most closely matches your abilities and goals.  If you cannot confidently perform the stipulation for the level, then sign up for the level below.  Most importantly, each trip does not mean you jump to the next level.  Sometimes, you might take 2 or more lessons at each level.  If you are in the beginner level (red) you might not ride the chairlift and like all other levels, might have to take the red level lesson again on your next trip.  For your understanding, green indicates a beginner slope.  Blue indicates an intermediate slope.  Black indicates an advanced slope.

We use the categories below to group people roughly based on their riding experience, but each lesson group is unique and dynamic depending on the day’s snow conditions and the number of other children involved with the PE program.  The instructor will do his or her very best to make sure that each person learns something new, but the terrain you ski and the drills you practice will have to be tailored to the needs of the group as a whole.

RED:  You have never snowboarded before, or you have but cannot stop on at least on edge, heel or toe.


Goal:  Learn how to turn confidently on one edge and can take that ability to a green slope.

*Note:  You may need several red lessons to master these two important skills and are not guaranteed a ride on the chairlift.  If Showdown staff is available, they will provide complimentary lesson in the afternoon for boarders that have not made it off the magic carpet beginner slope.

Green:  You know how to turn on one edge (toe or heel) and can come to a confident stop.

Goal:  Learn how to turn and stop on the other edge, and then, can link toe-edge turns to heel-edge turns on a green run.

*Note:  You may need several green lessons to master all of these skills.

Blue:  You can link your turns, turning toe-edge to heel-edge confidently on easier blue runs, stop on both edges.

Goal:  Work on rhythm and control and feel confident with all blue runs.  Sliding of the board during turns is replaced with the beginning mechanism of making turns on the edges of the board.

*Note:  You may need several blue lessons to master all of these skills.
Yellow:  You can reliably make rhythmic, carving turns on all the blue runs.

Goal:  Total confidences with rhythmic, carving turns on ALL blue runs and are looking to get into the moguls and trees.

*Note:  You may need several yellow lessons to master all of these skills.
Black:  You can make rhythmic turns on blue runs and have tested out the moguls and trees on the black runs.


Goal:  Ride moguls and trees on all black runs with good confidence.

*Note:  You may need several black lessons to master all of these skills.
White:  Black runs are easy and you’re ready to keep up with your instructor.

Goal:  To ride in advanced terrain with confidence and control, in all snow conditions.

